
Professor Arun Dharmarajan was educated at the University of Western 

Australia, Perth, Australia . He did his postdoctoral training at Johns Hopkins 

University School of Medicine, Balt  imore, USA. On completion of his 

postdoctoral training, he was appointed as an instructor in the department of 

Gynecology and Obstetrics and subsequently was promoted to Assistant, 

Associate Professor and Director of Reproductive Endocrinology in the same 

department. Professor Dharmarajan, moved back to UWA late 1994 having 

spent 10 years at Johns Hopkins, Baltimore USA. With his extensive medical 

background he was appointed as a Professor in the School of Anatomy, Physiology and Human Biology, 

University of Western Australia, Perth.  In 2012 he moved to Curtin University, Perth as Professor of 

School of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Health Sciences.  Professor Dharmarajan is a 

professor Emeritus at UWA since 2010.  The main focus of Professor Dharmarajan’s research is to 

investigate the role of Secreted Frizzled Protein-4 (SFRP4) and its interaction with Wnt signalling 

molecules in cancer and specifically cancer stem cells. This protein was discovered by Professor 

Dharmarajn in collaboration with Late Professor Bob Friis, University of Bern, Switzerland in early 90s.   

Professor Dharmarajan’s research has spanned 40 years in International academia under the areas of 

Reproduction, Endocrinology, Apoptosis and most recently (over the past 20 years) in Cancer Biology. 

His work in the fields of Reproduction and Endocrinology have lead him to Editorial Board memberships 

of top ranking journals in the field including Biology of Reproduction, Endocrinology, Reproductive 

Biomedicine Online, Molecular and Cellular Reproduction, Molecular and Cellular Endocrinology etc.  His 

primary focus areas in the 80s through the 90s was corpus luteum regulation in conjunction with 

Cellular Death.  Since 2010 Professor Dharmarajan has been examining the the role of SFRP4 on cancer 

stem cells, metabolism, metastasis and regulation.  He has served in the editorial boards of high impact 

journals and currently on the board of several international journals including Cancers (IF 6.6), Frontiers 

in Medicine (IF9.2) ,Frontiers in Endocrinology and Frontiers in Reproductive Health, Frontiers in Cell and 

Development and Frontiers in Oncology and International Journal of Biochemistry and Cell Biology.  

More recently, Professor Dharmarajan has been invited to serve in the editorial board of British Journal 

of Cancer.  Professor Dharmarajan has published over 220 research articles (Research Gate) and 

supervised more than 120 Hons, MSc and PhD and Postdoctoral Research Fellows. His H-Index is 51.  He 

is also guest editor of several high impact  journals including Cancers (IF 6.6). Professor Dharmarajan has 

been invited to speak at more than 100 National and International conferences. He is a reviewer for 

more than 75 International Journals. 

Professor Dharmarajan has received funding from Rockefeller Foundation, Lalor Foundation, Raine 

Medical Foundation, NIH, NHMRC and ARC. Recently he has been awarded a grant from Ovarian Cancer 

Foundation, Australia. In India he has received funding from DBT, DST, DHR, SERB-POWER, CRG.   More 

recently, the PG institute of Sri-Lanka has nominated Professor Dharmarajan for a Honorary MD degree 

in Human Physiology. This nomination was based on his contribution to research on Physiological 

Sciences and in particular Cancer Biology. 

Professor Dharmarajan joined Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research in July 2019 

as Head of Biomedical Sciences (2019-2021) and Vice Principal of Faculty of Biomedical Sciences, 



Technology and Research having worked in Australia and USA  for 40 years.  Currently Professor of 

Biomedical Sciences. 

Professor Dharmarajan is Emeritus Professor of Human Sciences, The University of Western Australia, 

Perth, Australia which is ranked number 93 in the world.   He is also an Adjunct Professor of Curtin 

Medical School, Curtin University, Perth, Australia which is ranked 192 in the world. 

Research Interest 

Wnt signalling in particular a Wnt antagonist, Secreted Frizzled Related Protein-4 (sFRP4) and its role in 
apoptosis and cancer biology 2) Cancer Stem cells 3) Cancer Stem Cell Metabolism, 4) Epigenetics 5) 
Nanotechnology 6) Mesencymal Stem Cells (MSC) and cross talk between MSC and tumour cells, and  6) 

Tumour Angiogenesis 

https://scholar.google.com.au/citations?hl=en&user=KoKN6iQAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pub
date 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Dharmarajan+A&sort=date 

Topic Editor for the following high impact journals (links provided) 

https://www.mdpi.com/topics/Cancer_Cell_Metabolism 

https://loop.frontiersin.org/people/1156782/overview 

https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/41647/wnt-signaling-in-reproductive-cancer 

https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/26554/micrornas-as-predictive-bio-markers-in-

metabolic-signalling-pathways-in-tumour-progression 

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/cancers/special_issues/CM2S623G92 
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