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“NEED INNOVATIVE WAYS IN DRUG DISCOVERY”
- UGC Vice Chairman
Chennai, 9th August, 2019.

With innovation deficit and failed drugs there is a global radical rethinking in
healthcare from medicine to positives like immunity and mental health said Prof. Bhushan
Patwardhan, Vice Chairman, UGC who delivered Dr.S.P. Thyagarajan endowment oration in
biomedical sciences, technology and research at Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher
Education and Research here today. There is an urgent need for innovative approaches in drug
discovery like single target- single drug to multi target multi drug formulations, network and
reverse pharmacology. Today one target – one molecule drug is not effective because of the
complexity of human metabolism where drug for one target is affecting other targets and
causing side effects. Also even the best of the molecules are not sustainable . There are many
drug failures and withdrawals and discovery of new drugs has slowed down, he added.
Giving an example of how drug companies are projecting healthcare situations
according to their needs Dr.Patwardhan said around 1984 cholesterol was described as a
villain and shortly thereafter statins to deal with it were introduced. In 2014 we were told that
cholesterol is not all that bad and people were encouraged to consume butter. This curiously
happened when the first statin related death occurred. Indian systems of medicine were
saying for a long time that butter and ghee are good for health. In the United States, the third
major cause of death is medical errors, he added.
Ayurvedic Rasayanas can be therapeutic adjuvants for chemotherapy in avoiding side
effects and government has put in place a Cancer Research Network with research
institutions, laboratories and healthcare providers participating in it. There is a huge drug
space that is vacant now, several molecules are available, but only a few have been used for
medicine, Dr. Patwardhan said.
Speaking on the occasion Dr. P.V. Vijayaraghavan, Vice Chancellor, said that the
world is now moving towards integrative medicine with a wholesome approach and students
in biomedical sciences at SRIHER are exposed to basic research by helping them to take up
initial projects. There is a good herbal garden in the campus that should evoke more research
he said.
Dr.S.P.Thyagarajan, Dean Research and Dr. Solomon Paul, Principal, Faculty of
Biomedical Sciences were among those who participated in the event.
……..

For more information pls. contact Dr. Solomon Paul, Principal, Faculty of Biomedical
Sciences 9840148768, Mr. T.G.Nallamuthu, Consultant, Media Relations, 9940399346,
9444265578.
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“kUe;Jfs; fz;Lgpbg;gpy; etPd mZFKiw Njit”
-

gy;fiyf;fof khdpaq;fs; FO Jizj; jiyth;

nrd;id>

Mf];L 9> 2019

Gjpa kUe;Jfs; fz;Lgpbg;gpy; njha;Tk;> rpy kUe;Jfspd; Njhy;tpfshYk; cyfstpy; ,g;NghJ
rpfpr;ir Kiwfspy; jPtpu khw;wk; Vw;gl;L kUe;Jfs; rhh;e;j mZFKiwapypUe;J Neha; vjph;g;G kw;Wk;
kdtsk; rhh;e;jitfs; mjpfkhf ftdj;jpy; nfhs;sg;gLfpd;wd vd;W = ,uhkr;re;jpuh cah;fy;tp kw;Wk;
Muha;r;rp epWtdj;jpy; ,d;W Dr. S.P. jpahfuh[d; mwf;fl;lis nrhw;nghopthw;wpa gy;fiyf;fofq;fs;
khdpa FOtpd; Jizj; jiyth; Nguhrphpah; g+~d; gl;th;jd; $wpdhh;. mth; NkYk; $wpajhtJ :
kUe;Jfs; fz;Lgpbg;gpy; etPd topKiwfis ehk; Nkw;nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. Xh; ,yf;F – Xh; kUe;J
vd;w epiyapypUe;J gy ,yf;F – gy kUe;J jahhpg;Gfis ifahs;tJ> tiynjhlh; kw;Wk; gpd;Ndhf;F
kUe;J fz;Lgpbg;G Kiwfis ehk; ifahs Ntz;Lk;. kdpj cly; ,af;fj;jpd; jPtpu jd;ikfspdhy; ,d;W
xU ,yf;F> xU %yf;$W vd;w mZFKiw rpwe;j rpfpr;iria mspg;gjpy;iy. Vnddpy;> rpy kUe;Jfs;
xU ,yf;if Fzg;gLj;Jk; epiyapy; kw;w ,yf;Ffis fhag;gLj;Jtjhy; gf;f tpisTfs; Vw;gLfpd;wd.
kpfr;rpwe;j xU %yf;$W$l epiyj;J gadspf;fhJ. ,d;iwia epiyapy; gy kUe;Jfs; gadspf;fhj
epiyapy; jpUk;gg; ngwg;gLfpd;wd. Gjpad fz;Lgpbg;GfSk; kpfTk; Fiwe;Jtpl;ld. 1984Mk; Mz;Lfspy;
cyfshtpa kUe;J jahhpg;G epWtdq;fs; nfhOg;Gr; rj;J> kdpj clk;gpw;F kpfTk; NfL tpistpg;gjhf
mwptpj;jd. mNj rkak; ];lhbd; rhh;e;j kUe;JfisAk; ,jw;fhf mwpKfg;gLj;jpd. Mdhy;> 2014y;
nfhOg;Gr; rj;J> kpfg;nghpa gpur;rpid my;y – kf;fs;> ntz;nza;ia cl;nfhs;syhk; vd;wdh;. me;j
Mz;Ljhd; ];lhbd; kUe;jhy; gf;f tpisT fhuzkhf Kjy; kuzk; Vw;gl;lJ. mnkhpf;fhtpy; rpfpr;ir
rhh;e;j jtWfshy; Vw;gLk; kuzq;fs; nkhj;j kuzq;fspy; %d;whtJ epiyapy; cs;sJ. ,e;jpa kUj;Jt
KiwfSk; gy;yhz;Lfshf ntz;nza; kw;Wk; nea; cl;nfhs;tJ ey;yJ vd;Nw $wpte;Js;sd.
fPNkhnjug;gpahy; Vw;gLk; gf;f tpisTfSf;F MAh;Ntj fyitfs; Fzkspf;Fk; kUe;Jfshf nray;gl
KbAk;. ,J rhh;e;j kUj;Jt Ma;Tfis Nkw;nfhs;s muR Gw;WNeha; Ma;T tiynjhlh;G xd;iw
cUthf;fp mjpy; Ma;T epWtdq;fs;> Ma;Tf; $lq;fs; kw;Wk; rpfpr;ir epiyaq;fis <LgLj;jpAs;sJ.
,d;W ekf;F gy %yf;$Wfs; ,Ue;jhYk; rpyNt kUe;Jfshf gad;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;sd – kUe;Jfs; Njit
epiyapy; xU nghpa ,ilntsp cs;sJ vd;W mth; NkYk; $wpdhh;.
epfo;r;rpapy; Ngrpa JizNte;jh; Dr. P.V. tp[auhftd;> = ,uhkr;re;jpuh cah;fy;tp kw;Wk; Muha;r;rp
epWtdj;jpd; caphp kUj;Jt khzth;fSf;F rpW Ma;T gzpfis Nkw;nfhs;s cjtpfs; nra;ag;gl;L>
mth;fSf;F mbg;gil Muha;r;rpapy; Mh;tk; nfhLf;fg;gLfpwJ vd;Wk; gy;fiyf;fof tshfj;jpy; xU ey;y
%ypiffs; g+q;fh ,Ug;gij gad;gLj;jp mit rhh;e;j Ma;Tfis Nkw;nfhs;s Ntz;Lk; vd;W $wpdhh;.
epfo;r;rpapy; Ma;Tj;Jiwj; jiyth; Dr. S.P. jpahfuh[d;
Jiwj;jiyth; Dr. rhykd; ghy; cs;spl;Nlhh; fye;J nfhz;ldh;.
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