‘ENSURE LPG USE FOR BETTER HEALTH OUTCOME IN NEWBORNS’
Chennai, 7.11.2022
Dr.R.S. Dhaliwal, Head, Non Communicable Diseases, Indian Council of Medical
Research has said that the results of the household air pollution intervention trials (HAPIN)
held in India, Guatemala, Peru and Rwanda on the impact of an 18 month LPG intervention
on pregnant women will help in making improvements in the Prime Minister Ujwal Yojana
scheme. Speaking at an event at Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research
here today to release the first HAPIN trial results he said the initial finding that the birth
weight of infants did not differ significantly between those born to women who used LPG
and those born to women who used biomass and that even lower levels of indoor pollution is
needed to achieve benefits on birth weight, emphasises that we should not only supply LPG
continuously but also ensure its usage. The findings if made into a brief policy document
will help the government to make suitable modifications in the PM Ujwala Yojana
programme, he added.
At the event the Chancellor Mr.V.R.Venkataachalam, presented a scroll in honour of
late Prof. Kirk. R. Smith who as a distinguished visiting professor in the department of
Environmental Health Engineering laid the foundation for HAPIN. The scroll was received
by his wife Mrs. Smith.
Dr.P.V.Vijayaraghavan, Vice Chancellor said as a commitment to continue Prof.
Smith’s legacy SRIHER will launch several joint collaborative activities by global
environmental researchers.
Speaking on the occasion his daughter Dr. Nadia Diamond Smith, Associate
Professor, Epidemiology and Bio Statistics, School of Medicine at the University of
California said the results indicate that extension of LPG usage to pre conception period is
vital to ensure better baby health.
Dr. Kalpana Balakrishnan, Dean Research and principal investigator for the Indian
team at SRIHER also said there is suggestive evidence that protected gas supply earlier in
gestation may be protective. The study population in India had a higher than average
prevalence of low birthweight pointing to the need for addressing the role of multiple risk
factors for low birth weight in poor populations, she added.
Dr. Thomas Clasen, Professor in Environmental Health of Emory University who
headed the trials in Rwanda gave his experiences of the study.
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“fh;g;g fhyj;jpy; ghJfhg;ghd vhpthA gad;ghl;il
cWjp nra;jhy; eykhd Foe;ijf;F tha;g;Gfs; mjpfk;”
nrd;id> 7 etk;gh; 2022

fh;g;g fhyj;jpy; kfsph; jq;fs; tPLfspy; ghJfhg;ghd ,aw;if vhpthA gad;gLj;Jtij
cWjp nra;jhy; mth;fSf;F eykhd Foe;ijfs; gpwg;gjw;F tha;g;Gfs; mjpfk; vd;W ,e;jpa
kUj;Jt Ma;Tf; fofj;jpd; njhw;W my;yh Neha;fs; Jiwj; jiyth; Dr. R.S. jhypthy;
$wpdhh;.
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epfo;r;rpapy; ,e;jpah> nfsjkhyh> ngU kw;Wk; cUthz;lh ehLfspy; fh;g;g fhy kfspUf;F
,aw;if vhpthA toq;fp mth;fSf;F gpwf;Fk; Foe;ijfspd; eyd;fis MuhAk; Ma;Tfspd;
Jtf;f tpisTfis ntspapLk; epfo;r;rpapy; Ngrpdhh;. mth; NkYk; $wpajhtJ: Muk;g fl;l
fz;Lgpbg;Gfspy; ,aw;if vhpthA gad;gLj;jpa kw;Wk; jpl vhpnghUs;fis gad;gLj;jpa
fUTw;w jha;khh;fSf;F gpwe;j Foe;ijfspy; vil cah;T tpj;jpahrk; mjpfkhf njhpatpy;iy
vd;whYk; tPlb
; w;Fs;Ns ,d;dKk; $Ljyhf khR Fiwe;jhy; ey;y gad; mspf;Fk;.
,k;kfspUf;F ,aw;if vhpthA mspg;gNjhL mij mth;fs; jq;fSf;fhf gad;gLj;Jfpwhh;fsh
vd;gij cWjp nra;a Ntz;Lk;. ,e;j Ma;T KbTfs; gpujk ke;jphp c[;tyh Nah[dh
jpl;lj;jpy; Njitahd khw;wq;fis Nkw;nfhs;s cjTk;. MfNt> ,e;j
mbg;gilapy; xU nfhs;ifrhh; Kd;tbit toq;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W $wpdhh;.
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tho;j;Jiu xd;iw mtuJ kidtp jpUkjp.];kpj;jplk; toq;fpdhh;.
Nguhrphpah; ];kpj;jpd; gzpfis Nghw;Wk; tz;zk; = ,uhkr;re;jpuh gy;fiyf;fofk;
cyfshtpa Rw;W#oy; Ma;thsh;fspd; $l;L Kaw;rpfis Nkw;nfhs;Sk; vd;W JizNte;jh;
Dr. P.V. tp[auhftd; $wpdhh;.
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njhw;WNehapay; Jiwapd; ,iz NguhrphpaUkhd Dr. ehbah ilkd; ];kpj;> fUj;jhpg;gjw;F
Kd;Ng jha;khh;fSf;F ,aw;if vhpthA fpilj;jhy; gpwf;Fk; Foe;ijf;F ey;y cly; tsk;
fpilf;Fk; vd;whh;.
= ,uhkr;re;jpuh gy;fiyapd; Ma;Tj;Jiwj; jiytUk;> ,e;jpahtpd; ,e;j Ma;Tfspy;
Kjd;ik Ma;thsUkhd Dr. fy;gdh ghyfpU~;zd; NgRifapy; fh;g;gk; jhpg;gjw;F Kd;Ng
kfspUf;F ,aw;if vhpthA gad;ghL fpilj;jhy; ey;y gyd; ,Uf;Fk; vd;gjw;F Mjhuq;fs;
cs;sd. Ma;tpy; gq;Fngw;wth;fspd; Foe;ijfSf;F Vw;fdNt ruhrhpiatpl Fiwe;j gpwg;G

vil ,Ue;jjhy; mij mjpfhpf;f gytifahd ghjf rhj;jpaf;$WfisAk; ,ize;J Muha
Ntz;Lk; vd;W $wpdhh;.
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gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; Rw;W#oy; Jiw Nguhrphpah; Dr. jhk]; fpshr]; jd;Dila mDgtq;fis
gfph;e;J nfhz;lhh;.
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