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Potentially Sinister Medical Problem
Chennai, 18" March 2021

The term “embolism’ means travelling of materials from one place to another in the body, and clumping
an artery or a vein. Such phenomenon can happen in the arterial or venous bed. One of the potentially sinister
medical problems is pulmonary embolism. We know that all the impure blood from our body reaches the right
side of the heart from which the pulmonary artery carries them into the lung to reach smaller capillaries
surrounding each alveolus (gas exchange unit of lung) for exchange of oxygen. The pulmonary embolism
generally happens from the lower limb due to various causes both in normal as well as people afflicted by
various diseases and bed ridden status. Formation of blood clots inside the leg veins are more common in
patients who are bedridden, who had cancer, diabetes, post-operative states, hypercoagulable state (increased
tendency of an individual to form clot), obesity, and elderly patients. Bed-ridden status due to many diseases
may make an individual prone for developing such problem. Similarly, a long-haul travel in a sitting posture by
different modes of transit may also lead to clots in lower limb veins because of pooling of blood in the legs.
Patients with such condition may present with leg pain, breathlessness, chest pain, loss of consciousness and
sweating based on the severity of the disease. The outcome of patients with such disease is variable. No large
data from India is available. The Cardiologists from the Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and
Research, bring their results of original study on pulmonary embolism, its prompt recognition internationally
guided treatment and outcome just for the awareness to the public regarding the existence of such phenomenon,
and help to take precautionary measures to identify the disease and the get medical attention promptly. They
found that acute PE presented more than a decade earlier in Indian patients compared with their western
counterparts, and was associated with a very high mortality if left undetected or untreated. This is the largest
study from India evaluating the presenting symptoms and clinical outcomes in patients with PE. In their study
involving 140 patients, 25.7% of patients with PE died. However, when patients presented with low blood
pressure (massive PE), 72.5% of them died. The in-hospital mortality for the patients with massive PE who
received thrombolytic therapy ( powerful blood thinner therapy) was 60%, while for those who did not receive
thrombolytic therapy was 93.3%, with an absolute risk reduction of 33.3% (NNT=3). It showed that such
thrombolytic therapy is vital in patients with massive PE unless contraindicated. Dr. S. Thanikachalam,
Chairman, Cardiac Care Center, Dr JSN Murthy, Former Vice-chancellor, Dr. TR Muralidharan, Head of the
Dept of Cardiology and Dr S. Nagendra Boopathy, Associate professor of Cardiology conducted this study
along with the rest of the team. They said that PE is a killer disease that is often missed. Public education of this
illness, promptly recognizing acute pulmonary thromboembolism and the concept of Pulmonary Embolism
Response Team (PERT) with the creation of regional centers of excellence serving such patients will likely be

instrumental in achieving improved patient outcomes.
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Biewjuiyedlsd BrHIbELly SiEHLLIL
OhFHwirsefled 10 HEHIBBEHHG (WParBU gBLBSBH —
1j SUTOFFHBTT Spuley
OFetement, LOTTF 18, 2021

1 SITEFFHSHIT WHSHH emowl RHul Grrul miewiTaeT GLBOSTEmNIL @@ DLuIaled
B0 AISHHEHGWTUIHeTN60 CHTAIBID EFHHd SLgH6T HOJUiTsGHF OCFaim SienL L]
gBUBSHHID Haly Hebe] BhHuiTseles BuBassHiHwiTsmenall 10  eEIHHEHDHE
WaUTHCa  gBUBMSTHD, DMSH 2 L lguiTdsd HIBLIQSHITON DLV FHFmF
Qauiwmoed @mbeHTe0 2 ulfiipliy gBuL  euTuIliLjeTengl 6ISIBIlD 2 BIg CFUIHIeTeNI.

Dr. S. sewismgeld, Hemevall, BHul LHSH F&HFmag emwowd, Dr. JSN. cpiTsHgl, Dr.
T.R. wreisyer, sempeHHmeveuT wBmID Dr. S. prCspadly wughl o eefle Gsuw Gprul
ohHHIeTHeMeT uuie] “Usowenf FTHGvager” eeim LiFusv Ul B SHiled Geuerilwims
© GITeNGl. DIFH60 FnmLILIL BHeTeNHToUH :

FTHTIWIOTH STV @AFHH GWTUISET6D LIeL  STJuIhISeTeImed gBUBl @JHHd
BL19He, o0  FowdD  HIOIUTTISGHF OFSIB  SwLUdU  gBUBSHSH  SBHenLowTent
alemenaydemen  gBUBSHID.  UBBICHTWI, miWe Gmrul, @wHCWTT, o L6d  LHLETS
Amluealtser, HHFHFSGUIBEG DeVe0H OUTHATE ULUGSHH ULBSHSWUTS B(HIHEGLD
GrrwrelaseEhd@ BbHH LITFFener o (HeUTHEITD. HIUTHEHEEGG SHTeU60 U6V, (LPFFid S emimeL,
OBehdaued, o emiTallpdhHe0, HHHTH alwiThHsHe Cureaipy DPGNIseT CGH&LBL. BHEHTUI
giibd  HHUOH6T  GhHwmaled SFsTeE  uUFHey QFUWNLLTS  Heneouled  1f
@ymosapayrales  CumOsmeteniul’ L. guuielled 140 Corrwmefdel &H6evbHEH — OSHTEIIL 6ITT.
SIF60, 25.7 FHANBHSHH T HIHTUTTEO BTSHBHHHL 19H6NnTe0 MUl L uUTSHUUTeL o ulfiphag
swiulLg. @bwrgiflwmer  Crrwmeaiseisd, GHmmbhsd BIHH DRHDHD 2 6T6TalTEH6NM60
72.5 gpaldssHHenm o ulfiphperr.  uermed,  HSHSHIDmeTUld,  BFHHHHL 19HEm6N
SMIHSGLD W(HHSH DleMdsiu’ L Crrwmeaiseler o ulT urgsmiy 33.3 FHASFHD o WMbHg
STEILILL L G). Bz eev, b oSG STEILILIBLICTSH6IT ® | GlgUITSH
LO(hSHFHIIDmeTUTe0  FlHFmaLl CQuBmTed  STUUTBBUUL  (pQUiD eIl 2 _mIg)

QauIwiLL_(HeiTerg.
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